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−June 6: RCHS Graduation 

−August 6: Students  

 Return to School 
 

  
“We Salute RCHS Class Of 2020” 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TOP OF THE CLASS OF 2020 

Senior year of high school is filled with so many moments 
and memories. The senior class of 2020 had many moments 
and memories not come to fruition because of COVID-19. We 
want to honor the class of 2020 and all they achieved for 
RCHS and the Russell County School District. Their senior 
year and high school days ended quite differently than it be-
gan. "Normal" school day meant seniors interacted with their 
peers, teachers, and staff in face-to-face encounters. They 
were able to take photos and post to social media about their 
time together. They enjoyed breakfast and lunchtime where 
they discussed so many topics and 

had a chance to fellowship with each other. Although the end of 
the senior year ended like this, we must acknowledge and salute 
the class of 2020. Students have experienced many emotions and 
frustrations during this time of uncertainty. However, seniors 
have shared that they understand the reasoning behind school 
closures and  supported our efforts. COVID-19 has taken away 
many things from our seniors as well as all our students and 
staff, but the one thing it can not take away from our seniors is 
the fact that they will be RCHS graduates and will always be part 
of the Warrior Family! The class of 2020 has received numerous 
scholarships due to their work ethic and commitment to serve as 
leaders. We are so proud of the class of 2020! Keep believing 
and never forget that you are destined for excellence!  
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“Our ability to handle Life’s Challenges is a measure of our  Strength of Character”   Les Brown 

 

We are so excited to celebrate the Top 10 of the Class of 2020. The following students have demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment to their academics. Their hard work and dedication helped them achieve success in the classroom. The salutatori-
an is Courtney Mahar. Her plans after high school include attending Columbus State University to major in Finance. She will 
also continue to volunteer doing community service work and participate in the Servant Leadership Program. The valedictori-
an is Kayla Shows. Her plans after high school include attending the University of Alabama to major in Mechani-
cal Engineering. She has also completed several dual enrollment courses during her time at RCHS to obtain college credits. 
We are so proud of the Top 10 for the Class of 2020 as well as all of our 2020 graduates!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Valedictorian 

Kayla Shows 

Salutatorian 

Courtney Mahar 

1. Kayla Shows 

2. Courtney Mahar 

3. Baylee Manderson 

4. Amanda Stephens 

5. Kiarah Gibbons 

 

6. Erie Goss 

7. Yasmine Nunez 

8. Mikayla Lipscomb 

9. Haylee Armstrong  

10. Zackery Henderson 

RCHS Top 10 

− We Salute RCHS Class of 
2020 

− RCHS Top of the Class 

− Virtual Learning K-5 

− Virtual Learning 6-12 

− Tech Dept. Supports Stu-
dent  Internet Access 

− New car for Drivers Ed Pro-
gram 

− Summer Enrichment Pro-
grams 

− Donors Choose Winner at 
Dixie Elementary 

− RCSD Retirees Recognition 

− Summer Learning  Online 
Resources 

− Letter from Dr. Coley 



 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL LEARNING 6-12 
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VIRTUAL LEARNING PREK-5 

NEW CAR FOR DRIVERS  

EDUCATION PROGRAM 

At some point in life, an individual must learn how to 
drive. In a lot of cases, year fifteen and sixteen are two 
of the most memorable milestones in the lives of teen-
agers. With the support of the Russell County Board 
of Education, students at Russell County High School 
will be learning the roads in a brand new car! This 
year, Coach Stinson served approximately 143 stu-
dents through our system’s Driver’s Education course. 
Through an interactive curriculum, Coach Stinson 
teaches the rules of the road that are relevant to Ala-
bama. His program provides the students with the in-
struction, knowledge, and confidence they need to 
obtain the endorsements to drive safely. The addition 
of our new vehicle will make this process more mem-
orable and safe for all involved. Russell County High 
School would like to thank everyone involved in mak-
ing the new car available to our very deserving stu-
dents.  

 

 

TECHNOLOGY  DEPARTMENT 

SUPPORTS STUDENTS’  

INTERNET ACCESS 

Recently, 6th-12th grade classrooms across the district 

were expanded beyond the four walls of the traditional 

classroom. In fact, virtual learning in Russell County 

has been going extremely well! With most students 

participating online, teachers and students have em-

braced the new normal and are exceeding expectations. 

Students and teachers remain face-to-face, engaged, 

and creative. Our teachers, like always, are planning, 

collaborating, and going and above and beyond on be-

half of each individual student in our district. If you 

logged in to their virtual classrooms, you would see 

lessons being recorded in garages, virtual field trips, 

and remediation taking place on a daily basis. We ap-

plaud the efforts of our many stakeholders as teachers 

and students embrace this new learning platform. 

Screenshot from  

Mr. Saxon’s  

Automotive  

Google Classroom  

School closures amid the COVID-

19 pandemic presented another 

opportunity for the Warrior nation 

to show the power of a collective 

effort to support student growth and 

achievement.  Our team, including 

parents and students, worked to-

gether to ensure that learning continued for elementary stu-

dents across the district.  Schools, parents, churches, and the 

technology department worked to get students access to de-

vices and learning resources.  

Teachers made the adjustments necessary to begin virtual 

instruction.  Child Nutrition Program employees prepared 

lunches for delivery and transportation employees delivered 

food and resources to various communities across the county. 

As a result of this amazing teamwork, students are still en-

gaged in learning with weekly teacher contact.  Accelerated 

Reader, Studies Weekly, IXL Math, Moby Max, Pearson 

Realize, and other online educational supports have seen a 

spike in use among our students.  These resources coupled 

with lessons delivered through virtual learning allow our 

students exposure to standards-based, structured learning 

experiences and it keeps them engaged. Learning is still a 

priority!  Thank you for your support of virtual learning op-

portunities. 

Our rural district experiences challenges when it 
comes to internet connectivity. We were forced 
into a digital learning environment overnight. As 
a result, we looked at many different ways to help 
remove this barrier from our students.  Thus, we 
enabled each school site to serve as a drive-up 
WiFi service for our students. In order to increase 
access, the team also deployed three school buses 
with WiFi hotspots. These hotspots were de-
ployed in order to extend internet access to our 
students with sparse broadband service or no ser-
vice at all.  

Our goal was to provide a convenience for fami-
lies who otherwise would not be able to access 
their school work during remote learning. We are 
really excited to see our students take advantage 
of these provisions during this time of virtual 
learning. 
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CONGRATULATIONS RETIREES 

A NEW SEASON…JUST FOR YOU!  

 

SUMMER ENRICHMENT  DONORS CHOOSE WINNER AT 
DIXIE ELEMENTARY 

The Russell County School District is excited to offer 
summer learning support to students. Depending on 
guidance from the state department, we are prepared to 
offer virtual summer enrichment if face-to-face enrich-
ment is not possible.  Students in grades K-5 who are 
struggling in the areas of reading and/or math may par-
ticipate in Summer School from July 6 - July 24, 2020. 
Russell County Middle School and Russell County 
High School are also gearing up for summer learning 
support. Students in grades 6-8 will be able to partici-
pate in enrichment and recovery opportunities for two 
weeks, the week of July 13th and the week of July 
20th . High school students (9-12) will be able to par-
ticipate June 1st through June 25th . These opportuni-
ties will provide targeted assistance to students who are 
in need of credit recovery. The proactive nature of Rus-
sell County Middle and High Schools previously of-
fered “Spring School” this year to help students recover 
missed opportunities during the first semester. Summer 
enrichment will provide the same opportunity for stu-
dents in need of recovering second-semester credits.  

 

 

 

You’ve Got Mail!!  
During a time like this, what exciting words for a 
student to hear. Mrs. Ashley Spivey, 4th grade 
ELA teacher at Dixie Elementary School, was 
awarded a $1000.00 voucher from Donors Choose 
to “Keep Kids Learning”. Once Mrs. Spivey re-
ceived the news, she went to work choosing three  
books for each child based on his/her interests. 
She then had them mailed to each student’s house. 
What a surprise for these 4th grade students!!! 

SUMMER LEARNING  

RESOURCES/WEBSITES 

You have spent many years sowing seeds of life and wis-
dom into a multitude of children. You have given your 
best to our students and we are indebted to you for the 
many sacrifices you have made. There is no doubt that you 
have made a “forever” impression on the children you 
have served. Henry Brooks Adams said, “A teacher affects 
eternity; he/she can never tell where his/her influence 
stops.” That’s you! Congratulations and Best Wishes. 

Rosie Adkins 

Elizabeth Anderson 

Alice Daniel 

Laura Dixon 

Clarence Gordey 

Barbara Gunter 

Kathy Hornsby 

Kimberly Johnson 

Rita Loe 

Evelyn Long 

Estell Mitchell 

David Nichols 

Janice Pennye 

Robin Rasmus 

Alan Scott 

Janice Sigler 

Hosea Upshaw 

Sandra Walton 

Linda Whitmill 

Deborah Williamson 

Summer learning loss is a real problem. Alarmingly, re-
search suggests students may lose more than one month 
of reading knowledge during the summer, and the losses 
in math may be even greater. Here, we’ve compiled a 
few resources to keep students learning throughout sum-
mer, with a particular focus on reading and math.  Many 
of these links can be found in your Clever dashboard. 

 

https://www.coolmath4kids.com/ 

https://www.prodigygame.com/ 

https://learn.khanacademy.org/ 

https://www.ipracticemath.com/ 

https://code.org/ 

https://www.storylineonline.net/library/ 

https://pbskids.org/ 

www.getepic.com/ 

http://starfall.com/ 

https://freerice.com/ 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/turning-summer-reading-loss-learning-gain-terry-heick
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/turning-summer-reading-loss-learning-gain-terry-heick
https://www.coolmath4kids.com/
https://www.prodigygame.com/
https://learn.khanacademy.org/
https://www.ipracticemath.com/
https://code.org/
https://www.storylineonline.net/library/
https://pbskids.org/
https://www.getepic.com/
http://starfall.com/
https://freerice.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/


From the Superintendent’s Desk: 
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     I am sure that we all never would have envisioned ending the 2019-2020 school year through distance 
learning. Although we have been faced with the greatest of challenges, as warriors, we have risen to the 
demand. I personally believe that trials come in our lives as a manner to make us stronger and better. We 
have worked tirelessly to ensure that students are receiving sustainable remote learning, especially in 
disadvantaged areas. Together, we have compiled our strategies and resources to assist us in navigating 
this challenging era.  

     When I reflect on how our school district, like many others, have provided learning opportunities to our 
students through technology, I am amazed by how creative and innovative educators have become. 
Some of us are instructing in ways that we would have never imagined as a result of this pandemic. We 
are committed to providing additional training to teachers in order to improve the quality of online learning.   

     Unfortunately, many lives have been lost, financial hardships are at an all-time high, and countless 
events have been canceled due to the COVID-19 crisis causing so much sadness and displeasures 

around our nation.  As critical as these conditions may seem, we still have so much to be appreciative for during these difficult 
times. I believe that you will concur that we are still “On the Move” and the favor of God is nevertheless upon the Russell County 
School District.  Let us highlight just a few of our many blessings: 

• Our Child Nutrition Program has served more than four thousand meals during school closure. 

• Our schools have distributed more than a thousand Chromebooks to students in order to engage in online learning. 

• Our Technology Department has expanded internet access for students by sending out WiFi-enabled school buses at vari-
ous community sites. 

• Our P.E. teachers at Mt. Oliver Intermediate and Ladonia Elementary have been awarded over $20,000 in “Be Healthy 
School Grants”. 

• Our school district is eligible to receive more than one million dollars through the CARES Act Funds for COVID-19 expens-
es.  

• Our district is preparing a Graduation Ceremony for over 180 awesome RCHS Seniors of 2020. 

• Our district has great leaders, educators, support staff, community partners, parents, and students. We Change Lives!!! 
    

      During this time of uncertainty, I encourage all of us to be extra attentive to RCHS Senior Class of 2020. We want our sen-
iors and their families to know that they are not in this alone. We will persist in being your advocate through these trying times.  

     And so in the midst of the current uncertainty, we want to say “thank you”. Thank you for your patience and continued sup-
port. Thank you for your trust, your optimism, and your excitement for what is to come. None of what we do is possible without 
you, and we are grateful for your ongoing support. As educators and a community of learners, we are now better prepared to 
deliver quality instruction at a distance and face-to-face after re-opening whenever that may occur. We know, without a doubt, 
that these COVID-19 experiences have evolved us closer to our destiny of Excellence.  

   
                                               
 

Dr. Brenda Coley 

Thank You for all that you do to support the students of the Russell County School District  
Pictured from left to right, beginning with bottom row: President, Eugenia Upshaw, District 5; Ruthie Carpenter, District 7; Dillie Elliott, District 2; Superintendent, 

Dr. Brenda Coley; Vice-President, John Keith Mitchell, District 2; Kenneth Barnes, District 4; Joseph Williams, District 6; and Tommy Pugh, District 3 
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